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Latest News:
Coming Events:
July 22-28th
EAA Air Venture Oshkosh 

August 17th 
National Aviation Day/Open  
House – KGON

August 24-25th  
Rochester International Airshow,  
Rochester NY

Sept 13-14th 
Elite NY – Essex County A/P

Sept 25-29th 
TBMOPA Convention, Denver CO 

Oct 11-12th 
TBMOPA Regional Safety  
Seminar, KGON

Seneca V – A Company 
Aircraft for the Future
A few months ago, Columbia made a 
decision to replace our company aircraft 
with a Piper Seneca. We believed the 
Seneca V would be a great choice for 
servicing our customers, serving as 
chase plane and transporting personnel 
when needed. In addition, we believed it 
would also make a great aircraft to demo 
the latest avionics upgrades available to 
our customers. We purchased a 2002 
Piper Seneca, stock equipped with 
analog instruments and Garmin GNS 
equipped radios. That’s when the  
fun began.

Introducing the new Daher TBM 940, unrivaled in  
performance and first in innovative technology

…continued on back

•	 Max	range:	1730	nm
•	 Max	cruise:	330	knts
•	 Max	payload:1400	lbs
•	 Featuring	Auto-throttle	and	Auto	De-ice,	
	 E-copilot,	Garmin	G3000	&	More.

Our avionics team got to work. We were 
able to tear out all of the analog gauges, 
including the engine gauges, with the 
exception of the copilots “six pack”. A 
new instrument panel was fabricated and 
a new 10 inch Garmin G500 TXi system 
with EIS (engine indicating system) was 
installed with a Garmin G5 as the backup 
instrument. The existing Audio panel, 
both Garmin GNS units, transponder, 
ADF, MFD and CD player were removed. 
A new GMA-35c remote audio panel with 
Bluetooth, GTN-750, GTN-650, GDL-69A 



Columbia Air Services, Inc. is proud to 
recognize Howard Grauel’s 30 years 
as a maintenance technician in July. 
Howie is one of our most respected and 
experiences veterans here and part of 
what makes our shop so successful. He 
is a true team player and a much loved 
member of the Columbia family. We are 
so grateful for his dedicated service to 
our company.

Columbia Air Services, Inc. is  
also pleased to welcome new  
team members:

Jose Morales, Avionics Technician

Thomas Reilly, Maintenance Technician

This summer we are delighted to have 
two new interns working with our team, 
building their skills and getting to know 
our community. Congratulations to 
Brian Patchin and Jack Donnally for 
coming on board!

and GTX-345 transponder with ADS-B 
in and out were installed. The existing 
autopilot and SkyWatch traffic system 
were retained.

The added capabilities now with the EIS 
system, make the aircraft more efficient 
and allow us to increase the range of 
our missions between stops. The new 
avionics vastly increase the situational 
awareness with the ability to display 
weather, traffic and charts right in front 

Seneca…

of the pilot on the new G500 TXi with 
Synthetic Vision. Autopilot functions are 
made easier with the interface to the TXi 
system as well. Chris and his team did 
a fantastic job building and retrofitting 
our panel. The new panel lends itself 
very well to making our company 
Seneca an effective business tool that 
is also a pleasure to fly. It also serves 
as an ambassador for our skilled and 
experienced Avionics team. 

Howard	Grauel

Employee Spotlight: Before

After


